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Is It an Animal?

hundreds of student responses to this Is It an Animal?

probe and have had teachers share
their findings with me, I'm not going Which of the organisms listed are ani-
to share what I have learned in this mals? Put an X next to each organism
column! Instead, I'm encouraging thatis considered to be an animal.

you to consider conducting your own __cow ___ spider

study with your own students and
perhaps engaging other colleagues in
your school to collaborate with you.

tree snail

mushroom flower

__human __ monkey
An Action QUEST __worm __beedle

Using a systematic approach to pur- __tiger __ whale
sue questions about students’ think- bk
ing and collecting, analyzing, and
sharing these data is a form of infor-
‘mal teacher classroom research, often
described as action research. Action
research deepens  teachers’ under-
standing of teaching and learning and
provides an opportunity for teach-
ers to contribute to the professional  Examining student responses to students’ written responses? Will you

__frog

__starfish ___chicken ___snake

Explain your thinking. Describe the “rule” o reasoning you used to decide if some-
ching is an animal.





